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“They looked to Him and were brightened; they will never be 
ashamed.”   Psalm 34:5 

Read Luke 1 :26-56       MARY’S BOY CHILD 

Often the focus of Mary’s story is it’s extraordinary nature. This is 
more than understandable. Mary is told she will bear a child who will 
be called the Son of the Most High; she is told the baby will be 
conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

The Virgin Birth is a supernatural event!! And it’s supposed to be !! 

It is mysterious and baffling and for some even a stumbling block to 
belief. But Mary believes that the God who created the Cosmos from 
nothing can create life in her womb and she trusts Him. 

But what strikes me about Mary being Jesus’ mother is not so much 
how extraordinary it was, but how ordinary it was. Mary like no one 
else, learnt that God works in the quiet, in the mundane, in the day to 
day.  

The angel came to her, not in a temple or a palace, but in lowly 
Nazareth. 

(Taken from ‘a certain brightness’ Advent study) 

Advent is a season of preparation because it is also a season of 
anticipation – a glorious gift is coming soon and we want to be ready 
to receive it! 

 



 

PRAISE GOD 

• For the enduring promises of Christmas 
• For a lifetime of hope because one baby was born in Bethlehem 
• For the continuing ministry in Barrow of NYC. 
• For opportunities to share God’s word and to get alongside 

young people 

PRAY 

• For ongoing work in the schools especially Secondary schools 
where the interns are working hard . Pray especially for Rebecca 
and Julie. 

• For the Youth Cafe at St.Marks as they consider change and 
outreach 

• Study  - opportunities to teach/share/learn 
• ‘Flash mob’ Carols in the Town Centre on Dec 16th 
• Drop in Cafe – for fruitful connections/chat 
• The Gathering – their Christmas focus /Worship 
• Andy Ward and his wife Sandy and children Josh, Sam, Ben and 

Ellie – for God’s protection and provision – for wisdom in 
capturing God’s vision in all they do. 
*************************************************** 

Mary reminds me that God is at work in the ordinary. He does 
extraordinary, supernatural and glorious deeds; he sent his own Son. 
But his son comes to us in the quiet. He comes to us in the regular 
humdrum of everyday life; in our traffic jams and our running out of 
milk and our regular office jobs and there – where we are – He does 
incredible things. 



All we can do is treasure up the mystery, and excitedly await the day 
when we meet the resurrected Son, his glorious work in all things is 
revealed and our hearts join the dance. 

 

 

A very Happy Christmas to you all. 


